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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

» 

for  the 

URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 
FEATHERSTONE 

for  the 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER  1948 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  : 

GENTLEMEN, 


I have  the  honour  of  placing  before  you  a Report  on  the 
Health,  and  Health  Services,  of  the  District  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1948,  along  with  the  Report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 


The  Report  contains  details  of  certain  health  services  which 
are  not  the  responsibility  of  the  Council,  but  I feel  it  is  desirable  that 
a review  of  all  the  health  services  in  the  area  should  be  embodied 
in  one  document  and  that  the  Council  would  like  to  have  this  in- 
formation at  their  disposal. 


The  year  1948  stands  out  both  locally  and  generally  as  a 
landmark  in  social  medicine.  A National  Health  Service  was  estab- 
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lished  in  Great  Britain.  The  need  to  have  all  medical  services  avail- 
able to  everyone  as  a right  of  citizenship  and  a primary  function  of 
national  policy  has  been  felt  by  all  nations  which  share  our  language 
and  have  the  same  basic  political  philosophy.  Australia  and  South 
Africa  are  at  the  present  time  working  out  National  Health  Schemes 
similar  to  our  own,  and  New  Zealand  did  so  before  we  did.  Even  in 
the  United  States  of  America,  where  the  autonomous  powers  of  the 
individual  states  make  it  difficult  for  the  Federal  Government  to 
carry  out  a National  Health  Policy,  much  has  been  done  by  the 
award  of  Federal-Grants-in-Aid  to  level  up  the  health  services  in 
that  continent,  and  the  institution  of  a National  Health  Service  is 
believed  by  many  to  be  imminent.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  of  all  these 
countries,  Britain  is  the  most  advanced  and  has  a Health  Service 
most  resembling  what  she  wants  at  the  present  time. 


It  is  not  surprising  that  the  setting  up  of  such  a vast  organ- 
isation has  produced  its  own  troubles,  many  of  them  of  considerable 
magnitude.  The  Regional  Hospital  Boards  are  striving  to  set  up  a 
complicated  administrative  machine  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 
There  are  too  few  hospital  beds,  and  far  too  few  nurses  to  look  after 
them.  Even  more  serious  is  the  shortage  of  bed  and  sanatorium 
accommodation  for  the  tuberculous  patient — a state  of  affairs  likely 
to  reflect  on  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  future.  The  Dental 
Service  has  been  over -run  and  the  Ambulance  Service  stressed 
severely.  The  rush  to  obtain  spectacles  and  hearing- aids  has  pro- 
duced long  delays  before  these  articles  can  be  supplied. 


We  are  hindered  in  our  progress  towards  health  for  all  by 
the  shortage  of  houses.  The  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses 
on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1948  was  647.  There  are  too  few  schools 
and  too  many  children  in  the  classes. 


1948  also  saw  changes  in  local  administration.  For  the  first 
time  a full-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  appointed  to  serve 


5 


the  Urban  District  of  Featherstone,  along  with  Pontefract  Borough, 
the  Urban  District  of  Knottingley  and  the  Rural  District  of  Osgold^ 
cross.  At  the  same  time  he  was  made  responsible  for  the  administ- 
ration of  the  County  Health  Services  in  these  areas.  It  was  hoped 
that  setting  up  a health  unit  covering  a population  of  50,000 
and  making  one  official  responsible  for  all  health  services  within 
this  unit,  would  make  possible  a more  personal  type  of  administ- 
ration and  satisfactory  co-ordination  of  the  services  offered. 


There  is  a great  need  for  a Maternity  Home  to  serve  the  needs 
of  the  area.  At  the  present  time  our  cases  have  beds  allocated  to 
them  through  the  County  pool.  These  beds  are  available  at  Hazle- 
wood  Castle,  Tadcaster;  Walton  Hall,  near  Wakefield;  the  Castle- 
ford  Maternity  Home;  and  occasionally  at  Staincliffe,  near  Dews- 
bury. In  view  of  the  delay  necessarily  entailed  in  getting  patients  to 
hospital,  as  well  as  the  heavy  load  thus  placed  on  the  ambulance 
service,  this  state  of  affairs  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  Nor 
is  the  accommodation  available  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand.  At 
the  present  time  priority  is  given  to  a mother  having  her  first  baby, 
or  where  the  home  conditions  are  unsuitable  for  a domiciliary  con- 
finement, and  most  cases  coming  into  these  categories  are  being  ac- 
commodated. Cases  which  do  not  come  into  the  above  categories, 
however,  usually  have  their  applications  refused. 
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PART  ONE 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  district  ...  4,425  acres 

Population,  mid-year.  Registrar -General’s  estimate  13,410 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1948  ...  3,687 

Rateable  value  at  end  of  1948  ...  £50,916 

Product  of  penny  rate  ...  £213/2/2 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

149 

143 

292 

Illegitimate 

6 

2 

8 

Total 

155 

145 

300 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population 

..  22.4 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

3 

8 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  26.7 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population  ...  .59 
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Deaths 


Male 

Female 

Total 

All  age  groups 

89 

56 

145 

Infants  under  one  year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

10 

1 

11 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Maternal  Deaths 


N I L 


Death  Rates 

General  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . 10.8 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  36.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  37.7 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Maternal  deaths  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  Nil 


The  number  of  births  is  33  fewer  than  last  year,  and  the  birth 
rate  shows  a corresponding  drop.  The  number  of  still -births  shows 
a sharp  fall  from  15  in  1947  to  8 in  1948 — a satisfactory  trend. 
Deaths  show  no  significant  change  nor  does  the  infant  mortality 
rate.  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  were  no  maternal 
deaths  during  the  year. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following 

Table. 
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TABLE  I 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  Male  Female  Tot. 


Cerebro- Spinal  fever 

1 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis  (pulmonary) 

2 

3 

5 

Tuberculosis  (non -pulmonary)  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

- 

1 

Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

Cancer 

15 

10 

25 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

1 

Intra- cranial  vascular  lesions 

7 

9 

16 

Heart  Diseases 

21 

18 

39 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

3 

2 

5 

Bronchitis 

9 

2 

11 

Pneumonia 

8 

2 

10 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

- 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

2 

1 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum... 

1 

- 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

- 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

2 

4 

N ephritis  ...  • • v 

1 

1 

2 

Premature  birth 

3 

- 

3 

Con.  Mai.,  Birth  Injury,  Infant  Dis. 

3 

- 

3 

Suicide 

1 

- 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accident 

1 

- 

1 

Other  violent  causes 

3 

- 

3 

All  other  causes 

3 

2 

5 

89 


56  145 
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The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  145, 
1 less  than  last  year.  This  yields  a death  rate  of  10.81  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  civilian  population,  as  against  a figure  of  11.1  for  the 
previous  year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  10.8. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  as  compared  with  1947  and 
1946  are  as  follows  : — 


1948 

1947 

1946 

Heart  Disease 

39 

31 

40 

Cancer 

25 

21 

15 

Intra -cranial  vascular  lesions 

16 

16 

19 

Bronchitis 

11 

1 o 

J.  ^ 

7 

The  steady  rise  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  will  be 

noted. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1948  is  o7  and  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  84.  The  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to 
premature  birth  from  7 in  1947  to  3 in  1948  is  a welcome  trend. 
The  following  Table  gives  causes  of  infant  deaths  during  1948, 
classified  into  age  groups  and  months  of  incidence. 

TABLE  II 


AGE  GROUPS 


Causes  of  Death  ^ 

5-1 

<D 

C 


in 

V3 

w 

w 

in 

CO 

X 

a 

a 

a 

eq 

00 

■ 

CO 

CD 

O) 

1-H 

eg 

CO 

CO 

CO 

Prematurity  3 — — — — — — 

Birth  Injuries 

& Malformation  2 — — — 1 — — 

Pneumonia  — — 1 — 2 — — 

Enteritis  — — — — 1 1 — 


in 

s 

eg 

I 

Oi 


ALL  AGES 

UNDER  1 YR. 
M F Total 

3—3 


3—3 
2 13 

2—2 


10  1 11 
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The  following  Table  gives  a general  survey  of  infant  deaths 


throughout  the  year. 

TABLE  III 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

Noveinber 

December 

TOTAL 

Prematurity 

.---2------1-3 

Birth  Injuries 
& Malformation 

.1-------2---3 

Pneumonia 

. - 2 ------  1 - - 3 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

rH 

1 

I 

rH 
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Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics  of  Featherstone  with  total  West 
Riding  Urban  Districts,  West  Riding  Administrative  County  and 

England  and  Wales 

TABLE  IV 


d 

Xi 


^ d 
q;  d 
d o 
P U 


in 

0)  O 
cO  in 

cu 

tx.  G 


in 

-i-j 

o 


0) 

Co  -p-i 

0)  ^ 
^-1 

GJO  ^ 


tuO^ 
d 


in 


03 


OJ 


d 

d 

o 

U 


O) 

> 

d 03 

• I— I 

Td 

• ^ LO 

Ph 


d 

r— H 

s 

^ < 


4-3 

in 


in 

0) 

in 

(D 

r— I r 

03  G 


03 

d 

o 


Td 

d -d 
03  > 
'—I  O 
M U 
d n, 
W w 


BIRTH  RATE 


(Per  1,000  estimated  population) 

22.4 

18.3 

18.5 

17.9 

DEATH  RATES 

(All  per  1,000  estimated  population) 

All  causes 

10.8 

11.8 

11.3 

10.8 

Zymotic^  Diseases  (seven  principal) 

0.22 

0.12 

0.12 

* 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system 

0.37 

0.37 

0.37 

0.44 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

0.15 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

Respiratory  diseases  (excluding 

tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system) 

1.64 

1.34 

1.29 

>!< 

Cancer 

1.86 

1.83 

1.74 

1.86 

Heart  and  circulatory  diseases 

3.28 

3.98 

3.37 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


(Deaths  under  one  year,  per  1,000 


live  births) 

37 

38 

39 

34 

DIARRHOEA 

(Deaths  in  infants  under  2 years 
per  1,000  live  births) 

10.0 

4.17 

4.38 

3.3 

*Figures  not  to  hand 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  PREVIOUS  FIVE 
YEARS  AS  COMPARED  WITH  1948 

Infant 


Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Mortality  Rate 

1943 

20.9 

11.4 

66 

1944 

22.9 

10.6 

35 

1945 

21.8 

11.3 

40 

1946 

21.4 

10.1 

65 

1947 

25.3 

11.1 

37 

1948 

22.4 

10.8 

37 

PART 

TWO 

PREVALENCE 

OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 

INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  following  Table  shows  the  prevalence  of  infectious 
diseases  throughout  the  year. 

TABLE  V 


Xfl 


Jan/March 

April/June 

July /Sept 

Oct/Dec 

TOTAL 

No.  of  Death 

1 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

5 

2 

9 

30 

— 

30 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

5 

11 

6 

30 

— 

— 

Measles 

3 

28 

151 

266 

448 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

3 

11 

— 

1 

15 

— 

15 

Pneumonia . 

5 

1 

2 

1 

9 

6 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Certain  of  the  above  hgures  call  for  comment. 
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MEASLES 

This  disease  has  only  been  compulsorily  notifiable  since  1940, 
It  is  already  evident,  however,  that  its  incidence  follows  a two- 
yearly  cycle.  The  number  of  cases  begins  to  rise  about  the  month 
of  April  of  a given  year  and  increases  steadily,  apart  from  a ‘'notch” 
during  the  months  of  July  and  August,  until  the  peak  is  reached  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  number  then  falls  until  it  is  minimal  by 
March  of  the  following  year.  A year  of  quiescence  then  follows  and 
the  process  is  repeated. 

It  was  expected  that  1948  would  be  a “peak”  year  and  this 
proved  to  be  the  case.  The  incidence  of  measles  cases  in  the  West 
Riding  conformed  exactly  to  the  above  pattern,  though  in  more 
localised  areas  the  outbreaks  were  shorter  and  sharper,  and  occurred 
at  different  points  of  the  epidemiological  curve.  In  Fcatherstone  the 
incidence  of  cases  followed  the  West  Riding  curve  exactly  until  the 
peak  was  reached  towards  the  end  of  October.  Notifications  then 
fell  off  sharply  and  were  practically  at  zero  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  is  now  accepted  that  the  administration  of  serum  from  a 
person  convalescing  from  the  disease  affords  some  protective  action. 
If  given  within  a very  short  period  following  exposure  it  succeeds 
in  at  least  thirty  per  cent  of  cases  in  preventing  an  attack  altogether, 
though  the  immunity  so  conferred  is  not  lasting.  If  given  a longer 
period  after  exposure  to  infection,  the  patient  has  his  attack  of  the 
disease,  but  it  is  much  modified  in  character,  and  complications  are 
rare.  At  the  time  the  measles  epidemic  was  prevalent  in  Feather- 
stone  a circular  letter  was  sent  to  all  general  practitioners  in  the  area 
explaining  that  a supply  of  this  serum  was  available  from  the 
County  Laboratory  at  Wakefield,  though  shortage  of  supplies  com- 
pelled restriction  of  its  use  to  children  under  the  age  of  three  years, 
this  being  the  age  group  in  which  measles  is  most  harmful. 

DIPHTHERIA 


A short,  sharp  outbreak  of  diphtheria  occurred  at  the  end  of 
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April  and  beginning  of  May.  Ten  cases  were  notified  at  this  time, 
most  of  them  being  from  two  classes  in  a particular  school.  The 
school  was  visited  and  every  pupil  in  the  two  classes  had  his  or  her 
throat  swabbed,  together  with  the  teachers.  Absentee  pupils  were 
visited  and  swabbed  in  their  homes.  The  two  classes  in  question 
were  then  closed  for  a fortnight  during  which  period  spring-cleaning 
and  disinfection  were  carried  out.  As  a result  of  the  swabbings  two 
carriers  were  detected  and  dealt  with.  Following  the  above  measures 
the  epidemic  subsided  at  once. 


IMMUNISATION 

248  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  (4  being  under  the 
age  of  one  year)  and  51  children  over  the  age  of  five  years  received 
a full  course  of  primary  immunisation  against  diphtheria.  In  ad- 
dition, 598  children  received  a reinforcing  injection. 

A special  immunisation  session  was  held  at  Albert  Street 
Clinic,  Featherstone,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month;  and  the 
annual  comb-out  of  the  schools  was  carried  out  by  Doctor  Duncan 
as  in  former  years. 


SCARLET  FEVER 

Although  a steady  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  occurred 
throughout  the  year,  at  no  time  did  the  disease  assume  epidemic 
proportions.  Cases  on  the  whole  were  mild  in  character. 


WHOOPING  COUGH 

Notifications  of  whooping  cough  showed  a decrease  of  29  on 
those  of  the  previous  3/ear.  Immunisation  against  whooping  cough 
has  not  yet  proved  to  be  wholly  satisfactory  and  is  not  carried  out 
at  the  Clinics  at  the  present  time. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

In  the  following  Table  new  cases  and  mortality  are  classified. 

TABLE  VI 

NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Age  Periods  Resp.  Non.Resp.  Resp.  Non.Resp. 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under 

5 years 

...  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

5 and 

under  15 

... 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

15  and 

under  25 

...  1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

25  and 

under  35 

...  2 

4 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

35  and 

under  45 

... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  and 

under  55 

... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  and 

under  65 

...  1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

65  and 

over 

... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

The  following  Table  summarises  particulars  contained  in  the 
register  of  tuberculous  persons. 

TABLE  VII 


No.  of  Cases  in  Register  Respiratory  Non -Respiratory  Total 

ME  ME 


At  commencement  of  1948 

38 

22 

18 

18 

96 

Notified  for  the  first  time 
during  1948 

5 

8 

1 

1 

15 

Removed  during  1948 

4 

5 

1 

1 

11 

At  the  end  of  1948 

39 

25 

18 

18 

100 

16 


The  reasons  for  removal  of  cases  from  the  register  are  given 
in  the  following  Table. 


TABLE  VIII 


Entries  relating  to — 

Respiratory 
M F 

N on  - Respiratory 
M F 

Total 

Persons  who  have  died 

2 

3 

1 1 

7 

Who  have  recovered 

2 

— 

— — 

2 

Persons  who  have  ceased 
to  reside  in  the  district 

— 

2 

— — 

2 

PART  THREE 

MATERNITY  dc  CHILD  WELFARE 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  were  held  throughout 
the  year  as  follows. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic 

Albert  Street  Clinic,  Featherstone.  Wednesday  at  1.30  p.m. 
Average  attendance  32  babies. 

Toddlers  Clinic 

Albert  Street  Clinic,  Featherstone.  Second  and  fourth  Thursday 
in  month  at  1.30  p.m.  Average  attendance  13  toddlers. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic 

The  Congregational  Chapel,  Whinney  Lane,  Streethouse, 
Monday  at  1.30  p.m.  Average  attendance  30  babies. 
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Child  Welfare  Clinic 

Wesleyan  Chapel,  Loscoe  Grove.  Thursday  at  1.30  p.m. 
Average  attendance  7 babies. 


ANTE -NATAL  CLINICS 

These  were  held  weekly  on  a Tuesday  afternoon  at  the  Albert 
Street  Clinic,  Featherstone,  an  average  of  32  expectant  mothers 
attending  each  session.  Post-Natal  Clinics  were  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  the  month  at  1.30  p.m.,  the  average  attendance  being 
20  mothers. 

The  following  proprietary  preparations  were  available  at 
cost  price  (free  in  necessitous  cases)  to  all  women  attending  the 


Clinics. 

Ostermilk  (Nos.  1 and  2)  Bemax 

Humanised  Trufood  Virol 

Cow  and  Gate  Virolax 

Lactogol  ' Farex 

Ovaltine  Adexolin 

Glucodin 


The  following  were  distributed  free  of  charge. 

I.C.D.  Tablets 
Ferrous  Sulphate  Tablets 
Viteolin  Tablets 

During  the  year,  73  women  were  sent  to  the  Wakefield  Gen- 
eral Hospital;  7 to  Castleford  Maternity  Home;  3 to  Leeds  Maternity 
Hospital;  10  to  Walton  Hall  Maternity  Home;  1 to  Northgate 
Lodge,  Pontefract;  and  1 to  Hazlewood- Castle  Maternity  Home. 


For  domiciliary  confinements  there  were  three  midwives  in 
operation,  all  of  whom  possess  cars. 

The  following  analysis  of  births  occurring  during  1948,  ad- 
justed by  transferred  notifications,  indicates  how  the  various  mat- 
ernity services  and  institutions  were  used. 


No.  of  births  occurring  in  the  district  during  the  year 


L. 

S.B, 

Total 

1. 

Domiciliary  Cases 

172 

6 

178 

2. 

Outward  Transfers 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

inward  Transfers 

99 

— 

99 

277 


Inward  Transfers 

Wakefield  General  Hospital 
Pontefract  Nursing  Home 
Castleford  Maternity  Home 
Leeds  Maternity  Hospital 
Walton  Hall  Maternity  Home 
Northgate  Lodge,  Pontefract 
Hazlewood  Maternity  Home 
Avi  Hospital,  Bridlington 


78 

3 

7 

3 

10 

1 

1 

1 
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CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS 

Four  premature  infants  were  notified  during  the  year.  In  each 
case  a special  investigation  was  made  and  help  given  as  required. 
In  hospital  cases  there  was  close  liaison  between  hospitals  and  Auth- 
orities. 
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PART  FOUR 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 

Routine  school  medical  inspections  were  carried  out  in  the 
Featherstone  schools  during  the  year. 

A Clinic  session  for  consultation  with  the  School  Medical 
Officer  was  held  on  the  first  and  third  Monday  in  the  month  at  which 
parents  could  attend.  Average  attendance  for  this  session  was  40. 

Cases  requiring  consultation  with  a specialist,  that  is  to  say, 
orthopaedic  cases,  ear,  nose  and  throat  cases  and  eye  cases,  were 
referred  to  the  appropriate  clinics  at  Pontefract  and  dealt  with  there. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinics,  in  the  charge  of  the  school  nurse, 
were  held  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays.  An  average  of  30  school 
children  per  day  attended  these  sessions. 

An  Orthopaedic  Treatment  Clinic  was  held  on  Friday  of  each 
week  at  10.0  a. m.  at  the  Albert  Street  Clinic,  Featherstone. 

PART  FIVE 

HOME  NURSING 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I am  able  to  report  that  a Home 
Nursing  Service  commenced  in  Featherstone  in  November,  1948. 
The  demand  for  this  service  is  great,  and  a second  home  nurse  will 
be  commencing  duties  early  in  the  new  year. 

PART  SIX 

CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 


Good  liaison  has  been  established  between  the  Health  De- 
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partment  and  the  principal  hospitals  in  Leeds  and  Wakefield.  The 
case  histories  of  all  patients  discharged  are  sent  to  this  office  and 
the  cases  are  followed  up  by  the  health  visitor,  all  possible  help 
being  given.  Liaison  is  not  yet  satisfactory  with  the  Pontefract  In- 
firmary but  it  is  expected  that  an  Almoner  will  be  appointed  to  this 
institution  in  the  near  future,  which  should  make  matters  easier. 

HOME  HELPS 

A Home  Help  was  available  for  duties  in  connection  with 
maternity  and  sickness.  The  demand  for  this  service  has  not  been 
heavy  in  Featherstone. 


PART  SEVEN 

MENTAL  HEALTH 

Mental  Health  is  now  a responsibility  of  a Sub -Committee  of 
the  County  Council.  Work  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment 
Acts,  1890  to  1930,  has  been  undertaken  by  a Duly  Authorised 
Officer  living  in  Pontefract  and  we  have  had  one  Mental  Deficiency 
Social  Worker,  Miss  Simons,  for  work  under  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Acts. 


PART  EIGHT 

AMBULANCE  SERVICES 

The  ambulance  service  of  the  area  is  now  operated  on  an 
agency  basis  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council,  and  its  administration 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Ambulance  Officer.  The  call  on 
this  service  has  been  exceedingly  heavy  and  has  increased  greatly 
as  a result  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  coming  into 
operation. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

Our  water  supply  is  good  and  has  been  completely  satis- 
factory throughout  the  year  except  on  one  occasion.  During  August 
and  September  repairs  were  carried  out  to  the  North  Featherstone 
Service  Reservoir  and  for  a brief  period  the  bacterial  content  of  the 
water  from  this  reservoir  rose  considerably,  though  it  was  proved 
human  pollution  was  not  responsible.  After  a consultation  with  the 
surveyor  and  sanitary  inspector  is  was  decided  as  a precautionary 
measure  to  chlorinate  the  water  in  the  reservoir.  This  was  done  for 
eight  days  and  the  subsequent  samples  taken  were  quite  satisfactory. 


FOOD  POISONING 

No  case  of  food -poisoning  was  notified  under  the  Food  & 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  during  the  year. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  F.  FRASER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF 
FEATHERSTONE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER  1948 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  : 

GENTLEMEN, 


I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1948, 
the  Twenty-Second  I have  had  the  honour  of  placing  before  you. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

WATER  SUPPLY.  The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water 
supply  has  been  maintained,  but  the  pressure  in  the  higher  portions 
of  the  area  has  been  so  poor  that  certain  houses  have  been  without  a 
supply  during  part  of  the  day.  You  are  still  awaiting  permission  to 
proceed  with  the  new  water  tower  scheme  to  overcome  this  serious 
defect,  and  as  the  position  is  deteriorating  with  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  houses  I hope  that  this  permission  will  soon  be  granted. 
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During  the  year  the  existing  water  tank  at  North  Featherstone 
was  provided  with  a new  cover,  and  in  order  to  safeguard  the  water 
supply  during  this  operation  10  samples  of  water  were  sent  to  the 
laboratory  for  examination,  and  the  water  treated  with  extra  chlor- 
ine as  a precaution. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AND  DRAINAGE 


There  are  213  Privy  Closets  and  33  Waste  Water  Closets  still 

in  use. 


All  the  built  up  areas  of  your  district  are  sewered  with  the 
exception  of  the  Wood  Lane  area,  where  the  houses  are  drained  to 
cesspools. 


The  two  Sewage  Works  have  given  satisfactory  service  dur- 
ing the  year,  but  the  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  additional 
filter  area  will  have  to  be  provided  at  South  Featherstone  Works. 


Scavenging  is  done  by  direct  labour  and  has  been  satisfact- 
orily carried  out  during  the  year. 


The  estimated  weight  of  refuse  collected  was  8,236  tons.  Of 
this  quantity  8,167  tons  were  disposed  of  by  tipping  and  69  tons 
were  recovered  as  Salvage. 

During  the  year  the  efficiency  of  the  service  was  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  purchase  of  a 750  gallon  mechanical  cesspool  and 
gully  emptier. 


SALVAGE  of  materials  of  further  use  was  carried  out  during 
the  year,  and  the  following  materials  were  salvaged  and  sold  : — 
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tons  cwts  qrs  lbs 

32  9 3 9 

14  3 1 0 

9 12  0 0 

4 2 0 0 

1 3 0 0 

10  0 5 

5 15 

6 11  1 7 

1 0 19 

20 


69  8 0 9 


Waste  Paper 
Kitchen  Waste 
Heavy  Scrap  Iron 
Light  Scrap  Iron 
Glass  Gullet 
Rags,  Bagging  & String 
Bones 

Bottles  and  Jars 

Copper,  Lead  and  Aluminium 

Brass 


£ s d 
207  2 5 

21  4 4 
29  5 1 

4 2 0 
1 11  7 

16  14  10 
16  5 
54  13  9 
8 11  3 

6 3 


Totals  £344  17  11 


NUISANCES.  598  Nuisances  were  discovered,  the  majority 
of  which  were  abated  as  the  result  of  informal  action. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  Statutory  Notices  in  18  cases 
and  these  were  abated  v/ithout  recourse  to  legal  action. 


REGULATED  TRADES.  Only  one  “offensive  trade”  is  est- 
ablished in  the  district,  that  of  tripe  boiler.  This  was  operated  during 
the  year  without  nuisance. 


FACTORIES.  The  term  Factory  is  comprehensive  and  in- 
cludes premises  large  and  small  where  articles  are  made,  altered  or 
repaired  for  purpose  of  gain. 

During  the  year  a certificate  was  issued  under  Section  34 
Factories  Act,  1937,  as  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  with  respect 
to  one  factory. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION.  During  the  year 

54  premises  were  baited  (prebait  and  poison)  against  rats.  These 
were  mostl}/  small  infestations,  but  included  several  allotments.  43 
dead  rats  were  picked  up,  but  the  number  of  rats  actually  killed 
must  have  run  into  hundreds.  In  addition  the  sewers  were  treated 
twice  during  the  year. 


HOUSING,  This  problem  shows  no  signs  of  having  resolved 
itself,  and  the  number  of  ‘'live’'  applications  for  houses  is  greater 
now  than  at  any  time,  despite  the  fact  that  during  the  year  you 
built  and  let  110  traditional  brick  houses  and  4 old  persons’  bung- 
alows. 

A large  number  of  houses  are  approaching  slum  clearance 
standards  owing  to  neglect  in  the  past  and  the  present  cost  of  repairs. 

During  the  year,  ‘228  houses  were  dealt  with  under  Section  9 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  It  was  found  necessary  to  issue  60  Statu- 
tory Notices  in  cases  where  informal  action  had  not  obtained  the 
desired  results.  It  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  persuade 
owners  of  property  to  carry  out  repairs,  handicapped  as  they  are  by 
a post-war  cost  on  a pre-war  rent. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD.  By  the 
Centralisation  of  Slaughtering  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  the  slaugh- 
ter of  animals  for  Food  in  your  area  is  confined  to  pigs  slaughtered 
for  private  pig-keepers,  but  considerable  activity  is  called  for  in  the 
inspection  of  "other  foods.’’  During  the  year  the  following  articles 
of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Tinned  and  Untinned  Meat 


199  lbs 


Beans 


18  tins 


Fish  Cakes 


144 
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Salmon 

Bacon  and  Ham 

Butter 

Milk 

Eggs 

Dried  Eggs 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

Tinned  Peas 

Pickles 

Tomato  Juice 

Fruit  Juice 

Sausages 

Tinned  Carrots 

Tinned  and  Bottled  Fruit 

Tinned  Jam 

Black  Pudding 

Tinned  Beetroot 

Fish  and  Meat  Paste 

Pilchards 

Tinned  Rabbit 

Sardines 

Silds 

Sweets 

Mixed  V egetables 
Vinegar 


2 tins 
14  lbs 
5 lbs 
72  tins 
45 

1 pkt. 

17  tins 

8 tins 
7 jars 
7 tins 

2 tins 
12  lbs 

1 tin 

36  tins  & bottles 
5 tins 

10  lbs 

3 tins 
3 jars 

3 tins 
1 tin 
1 tin 

4 tins 
56  lbs 

11  tins 
1 pint 
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Lime  Juice  Cordial  ...  ...  1 pint 

Tinned  Mussels  ...  ...  .3  tins 

Tinned  Syrup  ...  ...  1 tin 

Macedoines  ...  ...  2 tins 

Soup  ...  ...  1 tin 

Snoek  ...  ...  1 tin 


CONCLUSION.  During  the  year  the  staft  remained  the 
same.  Mr.  Ellison  continued  his  studies  and  was  successful  in  pas- 
sing the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Joint  Board  Examination  in  October. 

Miss  Walker  has  continued  to  give  highly  satisfactory  service. 


The  year  under  review  saw  a great  change  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a whole-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  jointly  with  Ponte- 
fract, Knottingley  and  Osgoldcross. 


The  choice  of  Dr.  Fraser  was  a most  happy  one,  and  the  co- 
operation which  has  always  existed  between  this  Department  and  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  maintained  in  full  measure. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HILSLEY, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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